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HERE js nothing more certain than that 
Man would be a Wit if he could, 
71 and notwithftanding Pedants of pretended 
“ Depth and Solidity are apt to sees the 
i a a polite Author, as Fla and Froth, 
‘all of them thow upon Occafion that they 
{pare-no Pains to arrive at the Charaéter of 
mbom they feem tp defpife. For this Reafon 
find them endeavouring at Works of 
which coft them infinite Pangs in the Pro- 
The Truth of it is, a Man had better be 
lave than a Wit, were one to gain that 
thofe Elaborate Trifles which have been the 
sons of fuch Authors as were often Matters 
at Learning but no Genius. 


=f my laft Paper I mentioned fome of thefe falfe 
Famong the Ancients, and in this fhall givethe 

two or three other Species of ’em, that 
mitted in the fame early Ages of the World. 
e fir 1 tall produce are the Lipograwmatifis or 
droppers of Antiquity, that, would take an 
eeption, without any Reafon, againft fome parti- 
ax Letter in the Alphabet, fo as not to admit it 
@ec into a whole Poem. One Tryphiodaris was a 
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Bie oni in this kind of Writing. He compo- 













an Odiffey or Epic Poem on the Adventures of 
es, conlifting of four and twenty Books, ha- 

by entirely banifhed the Letter 4 from his firt 
» Which was called Alpha (as Lacus a nom 

) becaufe there was not an Alpbe in it. His 

was in{cribed Bega, for the fame Rea- 

fon, In‘fhort, the Poet excluded the whole four 
mdtwenty Letters in theirturns, and thowed them, 
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bod “Meafter another, thathe could do his Business with- 
My Of them. 

eC it ‘ ; 
= 4 mnft have been very pleafantto have feen this 
ne Pest avoiding the reprobate Letter, as much as ano- 
" . would afalfe Quantity, and making his Efcape 


it aeons the Several Greek Diale&ts, when 

P with it ig any particujar Syllable. 

Por the moft apt and elegant Word in the whole 
Langu: ewas reje&ted, likea Diamond with 1Flaw 
it, if it appeared blemith’d with a wrong Letter. 

1 fall only obférve upon this Head, thet if the 
Work Ihave here mentioned had becn now extant, 
Frypbiodorms, it all probability, would 

Oftner quoted by our learned Pedants, 
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than the Odiffey of Homer. What a perpetual Fund 
would it “43. tl of obfolete Words and Phrates, 
unufual Barbarifms and Rutfticities,- abfurd Spel- 
lings and complicated Dialeéts? | make no Queftion 
but it would have been looked upon as one of the 
muft valuable Treafuries of the Greek Tongue. 


I find likewife among the Ancients that ingeni- 
ous kind of Conceit, which the Moderns diftin- 
guith by the Name of a Rebus, that does not fink 
a Letter but a whole Word, by fubftituting a Piture 
in its place. When Cefar was one of the Matters 
of the Romax Mint, hepliaced the Figure of an Ele- 

hant upon the Reverfe of the publick Mony ; the 
ord Cefer fignifying an Elephant in the Punick 
Language. This was artificially contrived by Cefar, 
becaufe it was not lawful for a private Manto ftamp 
his own Figure upon the Coin of the Common- 
wealth. Cicero, who was fo call’d from the Foun- 
der of his Family, that was marked onthe Nofe with 
a little Wenn like a Vetch ( which is Cicer in Le- 
tin) inftead of Adarcus Tullixs Cicero, ordered the 
Words Marcus Tullius with the Figure of a Vetch 
at the end of ’em to be infcribed on a publick Mo- 
nument. This was done probably to thew that he 
was neither afhained of his Name or Family, not- 
withftanding the Envy of his Competitors bad often 
reproach’d him with both. In the fame manner we 
read of a famous Building that was marked in fe- 
veral Parts of it with the Figures of a Frog and a 
Lizard : Thofe Words in Greek having been the 
Names of the Architeé&ts, who by the Laws of their 
Couatry were never permitted to infcribe their own 
Names upontheir Works, For the fame Reafon it is 
thought, that the F'orelock of the Horfe in the An- 
tique Equeftrian Statue of Marcus Axrelius, repre- 
fents at a diftance the thape of an Owl, to intimate 
the Country of the Statuary, who, in all probability, 
was an Athensan, This kind of Wit was very much 
in Vogue among our own Country-men about an 
Age or two ago, who did not pragtife it for any oblique 
Reaton, as the Ancients above-mentioned, but pure- 
ly for the fake of being Witty. Among innumera- 
ble Inftances that may be given of this Natare, I fhall 
produce the Device of one Mr. Newberry, as } find 
it mention’d by our learned Cembden in his Remains. 
Mr. Newberry, to reprefent his Name bf a Picture, 
hung upathis Door the Sign of a Yew-tree, that had 


‘ feveral Berries upon it, and in the midft of them a 


great golden N bung upon a Bough. of the Tree, 
«% which 
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which by the help of a littic faite Spelling made up 
the Word N-ew-derry. 


I fhall conclude this Topick with a Rebs, which 
has beeg lately hewii out inf'reé tton®, and ereéted 
over two af the Portals of Blexbein-Houle, being 
the Figure Of a monftrous Bion tearing xo pieces a 
little Cock. For the better underitanding of which 
Device, I mufi acquaint my Lglio Reader that a 
Cock has the Misfortune to pe called in Lutsz by the 
fame Word that fignifies a Frezch-Man, as a Lionis 
the Emblem of the “-xglif Nation. _ Such.a Device 
in fo noble a Pile of Building iooks likea Punin an 
Heroic Poem ; and Iam very forry thetruly ingenious 
Architeé& would fuffer the Statuary to blemiin his ex- 
cellent Plan with fo poor a Conceit : But 1 hope 
what [ have faid will gain Quarter for the Cock, and 
deliver him out of the Livu’s Paw. 


I find likewife in ancient Times the Cenceit of 
making an Eccho talk fcufibly, and yive rational An- 


fwers. If this could be excuii:ble in any Writer it . 


would bein Ovid, where he introduces the Eccho asa 
Nymph, before the was wora away into nothing but a 
Voice. The learned Erafms,tho’ a Man of Witand 
Genius, has compoteda Dialogue upon this filly kind 
of Device, and made ufe of an Eccho who feems to 
have been avery extraordinary Linguift,for the anfwers 
the Perfon thetalks with in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, 
according as fhe found the Syllables which the was to 
repeatin any of thofe !earned Languages. Hudibras 
in Ridicule of this falie kind of Wit, has defcribed 
Bruin bewailing the~Lofs of his Bear to a folitary 
Eccho, who is of great ufe to the Poet in fe- 
veral Difticks, as the does not’ only repeat after 
him, but helps out his Verfe, and furnithes him with 
Rhymes. 


He ra °d, and kept as beavy a Coil as 


Stout Hercules for /ofs of Hylas ; 
Forcing the Vallies zo repeat 
The Accents of bis fad Regret: 
He beat his Breaft, and tore bis Hair, 
For Lofs of bis dear Crony Bear, 
That Eccho from the hollow Ground 
His doleful Wailings did refound 
More wiftfuily, by many times, : 
Than in final. Poets Splay-foot Riymer, 
That make her, in their rueful Stories, 
To anfwer to Iut’rogatories, 
And moft unconfcionably depose 
Things of which She nothing knows: 
And when foe has faid all foe cam fay, 
"Tis wrefted to the Lover's Fancy. 
> oe be, O whither, wicked Bruin, 
rt thou fled to my — Eccho, Ruin? 
I thought th’ hadft {corn'd to budge a Step 
For Fear. (Quoth Ecchs) Marry guep. 
Am not I bere to take thy Part! 
Then what has quell’d thy fiubborn Heart? 
Have thefe Bones ratiled, and this Head 
So often in thy Quarrel bled? 
Nor did I ever winch or grade it, 
For thy dear Sake. (Quoth foe) Mum budget, 
Think ft thou "twill not be laid ?2h’ Dé ‘ 
Thou turn'dft thy Back? Quoth Eccho, Pith. 
Zo run from thoje th badft wvercome 
Thus cowardly? Quoth Eccho, Mum. ” 
But what a-vengeance makes thee fly 
From me too, as thine Exeray? 
‘Or if thou badft mu Thaught of me, | 
Nor what I have endiur’d for Thee, 
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Yet Shame and Honcur might prevail 

To keep thee thus from turning Tail: 
For who woud grudge to {pend bis Blood in 
Hiis Honour’s Canje? Quoth fhe, a Pudding. 


‘ADVERTISEMENTS, 
‘At the Défire of feveral Perfons of Quality, 
Por the Benefit of Mr. Bullock, 


By Her Majetty’s Company of Comedians, 


A the Theatre Royal in Drury-lane, this prefen. 
Tuefday, the 8ch of Mays willbe prefested a Piay, called, King 
Hemry the Fourth, with the Hwnours cf Sir John Fa'ftaff. The pa 
of Falfteff to be perform’d by Mr. Eftcourt, Hotfpur by Mr. 
the King by Mr. Keene, Prince of Wales by Mr. Wilks, Dowgls 
Mr. Mills, Sir Riehard Vernon Mr. Bullock Jun. x Carrier by Mr, 
Jebnfon, + Carrier by Mr. Bullock, Fraucis by Mr. Nerris, and the 
part of Kate, Hoefpur’s Wife, by Mrs. Bradfhaw. To waich will be 
= aFarce, éall’d, The Walking 3iatue; or, the Devil in the Wing 
Cellar. 
This Play is fold by Jacob Tonfon at Shakefpear’s Head over- again 
cucherine- ftreet in the S:rand, ai - 
ee eores ae . ee ee 
At the Defire of feveral Perfons of Quality. 
For the Benefit of Mef. Cuthbert, Lovelace and White, 
T Stationers-Hall near Ludgate, to Merrow bk. 
ing the gth cf May, willbe @ Conforc of Vocal and Inftramenal 
Mufick by the lift Performers: Partici'arly feveral {elé& Enceraia- 
meats of tke following (Esgtith) Oper:’s; v.z, T.¢ Incian Que, 
Ring Arthur, the Fairy Queen, and Diveitfiin 5 coe Mafque in Timea 
of Athens, the Paftoral in the Libertine, wisi feveral 3..ngs out uf the 
Sr, Cecelia’s Mufick. Ail Compofed by that great Mafter chelate Ms, 
Henry Purcell, Tickers are delivered at Garraway’sand Rebin’s Coffee 
boufes in E Alley, Will's and Barfoa’s in Cornhill, Sam's ia 
Ludgate freer, St, James's and Smyraa’s at St, James’t, add at the Hil 
atss. per Ticket. Beginning at 6 a-Clock. 
The Famous Water-Theatre of the bate Ingenigg 
Mr. Winftanly is Opened, and will con:inue to be thewn for fom 
time this Summer. There is che greatest Curiofitics in Wat r-Worhy 
the like was never performed before by any. it is fuuwn for the 
his Widew every Evening, at 5 of the Clock ; with feveral new 
tions made this Sprirg, Boxesas. 6d. Pic1s. 6d. fi:k'Galley £6 
upper Gallery 6d. It is at the lower Bad of Piccadilly, and is knows 
by a Bor aoe be met 
For Sale by the Candle. ache 
On Wednefday the oth Initant at Lloyd’s 
Heufe in Lombard-fireer, et 6 in the Afternocn, (cnly, one 
a Lott) viz Fifty Two Pipes of excellent new Red Canry 
Wine, deep, bright, frefh and of the right flavour, neat, an 
cel juft landed ; new in @ Cellar in the Gateway of CuflomH 
Key, between Billingfgate and Tower-Dock. Alfo 16 Pipes of & 
cellect Bew Canary Wives, near, an enzire Parcel lately landed; pow 
in a Cellar pnder the Hone of Mr. Semucl Royton in Savage Gauge, 
betwen the Arch in Grouched Friarsand Tower Hill. All to be 
this Day, from7 tw t,:aed from 210 7, and all Wedex te 33 
till the time of Sale, Catalogue: thall be timely difpers’d by Thon 
Tomkins, Broker, in Seething-lane in Tower-ftreet. " 
For Sale by the Candle. “ 
On Friday the 11th Inftant, at Loyd’s Coffee 
Houfe in Lombard ftreet, at 9 im the Forenocn, and to concdnye a 
1, then thall adjourm the Salem 3 in the Afternoon and oni 
fame till ail the Wimes thallbe fold, (only « Cask in a Lox) viz. 
entire Cargoe of the Siip Prinee George, Capr. Tho. Stedman: 
Barcelona, confifting of 2 butts of new Red Alieant, 196 Buceandal 
Hhds of naw Red Barcelona Wine, very deep, bri 
traordinary good, aud ordinary. Note, The fai 
ly landed, and juft put inte a Cellar No. 12, and 
in the Gateway of Preth-Warf beween Loedon- Bridge 
gate; and in a Werekoufe No, 102 up Stairs in the middle of 
fad Gateway near the Thames, alf in a Ground Warehoufe No 
on the faid Freth Warf,'frenting the Thames All to be feen wi 
tated from 7 of the Clock this Mornirg to 7 in the Bvening, 
on Wedoeféay and Thurfday. (The Buyers are invited and defired 
appear punQually at che Place of Safe ac che Mour sppoimed. mm) 
a Cloek, becaufesthe Lots are many, and all derérinin’d ve be-f 
the abovefaid Friday.) Carslogues to be had where the Wines see 
be fold, at the Cellar and Warchoufes where they lye, and at Ti 
Tc mkin’s, Broker, in Seething-lans in Tower-Street. © ih 


The late Mr. Thoms Brown’s Piétures (being | 
curious but {mall Colle&tion of the mofteminent Matters) will be 
by Auétion on Thurfday the ro:h Inftant, The Sale will bagel! 
a Clock in the Forenoon; at the late Monfirur Lyorcrown's. Bos 
in Leicefter- Fields, the white Pofts on Welt Side of she $qn**t- 
Pigtures are to be feen this Day, To-morrow, and Thuridiy, * 

Gratis. There -ia tikewite 100 
of excelleme Prints and } 


6 Pieces cf Tapeftry H delonging co the fare pal 
The “oul is w be Lec, wir for 7 Berfes, sd 20ow 


houfcs, 
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